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vast gamat, from the very simple piece to highly technical compositions which will baffle even a firt rate musician.   At the same time the diction of some of his compositions is simplicity itself ".   As Tyagaraja was about 70 years old when His Highness Sri Swati Tirunal Maharaja was in his halcyan days as a musician, many of his compositions are, no doubt, influenced by th;ose of Tyagaraja r whose pupils had already made his songs available to the public.   Some musical critics are of opinion' that in some of the compositions of Sri Swati Tirunal there is a judicious blending of the styles of Tyagaraja and Muthuswami Dikshadar, but there is no doubt of the fact that the compositions of the Royal Composer are a class by themselves highly religious in conception and orginal in style.  Several examples can be easily quoted in support of this statement. , Piety and devotion are the key-note of his compositions. Even hero variety is a predominant character.   For instance, His Highness has composed slokams and kirtanams to be sung during the nine days of the Nayaratri festival, particular pieces being ear-marked for particular days. A great devotee, he has composed two Upakhyanams or devotional musical performances which at present are called Harikathas,   In the composition of these he was influenced by Kokila Kantta (Or the cuckoo-voiced) Meruswami Bhagjavathar,   who,   at the request of His Highness, had settled in Travancore and was given a decent pay.   He was so much liked and revered by His Highness that an oil painting of his was ordered to be placed in His Highness the Maharaja's dining hall.    He died in 1870.   So far, the most important workb on Music attributed to His Highness are, (1)   Sri Padmanabha Sataka, (2)   Sya-nandurapuravarnana,   (3)   Utsava Prabhandham,   (4)   Bha* ktimanjiri,     (5)   Ajamilopakhyana,    (6)   Kuchelopakhyana (7)   Sangita Kritis.   Other works have been discovered and attempts are being made now to make them available to the public.   This is one of the aims of the Sri Swati   Tirana!